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SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009 at 6.45p.m. in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Swaffham. 
 
Present:                   Mayor Cllr D. Harman  

 
Councillors: -    Mrs C Baker, Mr P. Darby, Mr C Gunner, Mrs T Jennison, Mrs S Lister, 

Mrs S. Matthews, Mrs P. Wade, Mr D Wickerson.  
 

Town Clerk: -   Mr R. Bishop 
Assistant Town Clerk: -       Mrs R Noble 
 
Norfolk County Council:- Cllr Ann Steward 
Police:-   PCSO Hazel Tampin 
 
Public: - 12       

  
1582. APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE.   
1582.1. Cllr. I Sherwood – Work Commitments. 
1582.2. Cllr. J Skinner – Unwell. 
1582.3. Cllr. F Sharpe – Family illness. 
1582.4. Cllr. D Butters – Transport problems. 
 
1583. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  – for items included on the Agenda. 
1583.1. Cllr. C Gunner declared a personal interest on anything to do with the Museum. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6.50p.m. 
The meeting was re-convened at 7.05p.m. 
 
1584.  REPORTS: police, principal authority etc  
1584.1. PCSO Tampin reported there had been 30 offences in Swaffham including burglary, 
criminal damage, drug offences, fraud & forgery, theft and violence against persons. It was also 
reported there had been no calls to the Police between 31st October & 5th November, there was 
just one domestic incident. 
 
Dereham LAG are dealing with the issue of the poultry market in Lynn Road on a Saturday 
following a number of complaints. There are environmental health issues to be dealt with 
including the toilets, nowhere to wash hands where there is food being served.  It was also 
stated there is too much traffic parked in the area which makes it dangerous for vehicles 
coming out of Gasworks Lane. 
 
PCSO Tampin also reported there is now a residents group set up for Sandringham Way, 
funding for this has been secured for one year with meetings taking place at Hamonds High 
School. The Police team will now be targeting speeding vehicles in Watton Road and anti-
social behaviour and parking issues in Highfield Avenue. The following dates were also given 
for street briefings: 3rd December 6.00pm – 7.30pm Assembly Rooms, 12th December 10.00am 
– 12noon Market Place, 21st December 2.00pm – 3.30pm Market Place, 8th January 2.00pm – 
3.30pm Suffield Court and 19th January 5.30pm – 7.00pm outside the Town Hall. 
 
1584.2. COUNTY COUNCILLOR, Cllr Ann Steward reported the emphasis is now on preparing 
the budget, keeping the services but for less money.  She also reported the day services are 
not closing they are just being delivered in a different way. 
Cllr. Steward informed the meeting she has now resigned from the Breckland Cabinet with a 
move to Norfolk County Council Cabinet; she is looking forward to the challenge and being pro-
active with a lot to bring to Swaffham.  Economics will be her main role covering the whole of 
Norfolk, there is funding in Europe which it will be nice to get hold of. Cllr. Steward asked for 
anyone interested in business to contact her. 
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1584.3. BRECKLAND COUNCILLOR, Cllr. Shirley Matthews reported there are benefits with 
sharing services with South Norfolk. They are looking very closely at money.  The bidding for 
the Choice Based Lettings scheme is going well.  There will be a welcome home parade in 
Dereham on 4th December for the Light Dragoons. 
 
On Wednesday 18th November there will be an event in the Assembly Rooms between 4.00pm 
and 7.00pm regarding changes in the law relating to community events and licensing, this 
information will aid community events.    
 
  
1585. MAYORS’ REPORT 
1585.1. Civic Events attended by the Mayor. 
23rd October – Official Launch of Wayland Radio at Ashill. 
24th October – Swaffham Rotary Club, 40th Anniversary Dinner at the George Hotel. 
25th October – Justices Service at Norwich Cathedral. 
5th  November – Swaffham Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance at St Peter & St Paul 
Parish Church. 
8TH No0vember – Remembrance Sunday Parade and laying of wreaths at Town War Memorial, 
followed by Church Service. 
11th November – Armistice Day Commemorative Service at the Town War Memorial, with 2 
minutes silence and reading of the Exhortation. 
 
1585.2. It was reported that Mr K Dunbar has produced some booklets on the Towns War 
Memorial which are available for anyone to purchase at £4.95 
 
 
1586. MINUTES: 
1586.1. Amendment – page 946, item 1574.5. Paragraph 5 – leave off the last words, by the 
general public. Subject to this amendment the Minutes were signed as a true record by the 
Chairman. 
 
 
1587. TOWN HALL:  
1587.1. Information has been received from our tree surgeon David Machin in respect of trees 
at the Recreation Ground overhanging 56 Greehoe Place. The report confirms that the tree is 
not a health & safety risk, but at a cost of ₤120 the resident concerned can have the offending 
branches removed at his own cost.  

It was unanimously agreed to write to Mr Ward infor ming him the tree is not a 
health & safety risk enclosing a copy of the report  with the cost. 

 
1587.2. Code of Conduct cards have been circulated to Councillors at the meeting – these 
were picked up from the Standards Board trade stand at the SLCC national conference at 
Daventry recently. 
 
1587.3. The Town Clerk reported he had attended a meeting at Iceland Stores earlier this week 
at the request of the Environmental Health Officer at Breckland. This was to try and resolve a 
complaint in respect of early deliveries. Jason Glasspoole from Highways was also present. 
The deliveries arrive at Iceland for 5.00a.m.  The drivers are getting there prior to this time 
leaving their engines running; they will now be waiting out of town until 5.00a.m.  
 
1587.4. The Town Clerk reported that the Shoulder of Mutton allotment site has been sold for 
£256,156.00 which is in our bank account less the solicitor fees. 
 
1587.5. It was reported that a van unloading to the 90p shop is parking beside Church Walk on 
the cobbles when there are other places which could be used for unloading. 
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1588.  PLANNING/DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:  
1588.1. Notification of Decisions/Information from Breckland Council:- 
 
a) 3PL/2009/0688/F Planning permission 
granted for the installation of 84cm 
satellite dish on 3m pole. 44 Market 
Place. SIS (William Hill) 
 

b) 3PL/2009/0784/F Planning permission 
for proposed extension and alterations. 1 
Cygnet Walk. Mr. Devlin. 
 

c) 3PL/2009/0753/F Planning permission 
granted for the removal of attached flat 
roof garage and erection of free standing 
steel garage to rear of property 
(retrospective). 

.d) 3PL/2009/0781/F Refusal of planning 
permission for continuation of use of car 
park to car & light commercial vehicles 
sales with portacabin office, car wash, 
workshop. 
 

 
 
1588.2. Planning applications for consideration:- 

a) 3PL/2009/0855/F CU to public cash 
wash, canopy for vacuum cleaning vehicles, 
burger bar & storage of hire vehicles 
overnight, store shed. 53 Station Street. 
SAS Vehicles Hire. 
OBJECT to the use of a drain for 
disposal of dirty water. Reason: 
probable pollution of Northwell Pool. 
 

b) 3PL/2009/0920/F Demo. Of cart sheds, 
erection of 12 new dwellings & redesign 
prev. app. Scheme to provide add. 3 
homes. Site South of former Bernard 
Matthews premises Castle Acre Road. 
Abel Homes Ltd. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 

c) 3PL/2009/0929/A 1x Fascia Sign. Unit 6 
Beacon House, Turbine Way, Ecotech 
Business Park. NFU Mutual. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 

d) 3PL/2009/0974/F Double garage and 
lounge extension. 48 Watton Road. Mr. P. 
Moulton. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 

e) 3TL/2009/0002/TL Extension of time limit 
on pp 3PL/2006/1592/F Site adjacent Mill 
House. 7 Mill Lane. Mrs. P. Eller. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 

 

 
1588.3. Late applications received at the Mayor’s discretion. 
 

3PL/2009/1012/F Extension of annex & 
change flat roof to pitched. Mr. B. Cox. 3a 
Low Road, Lynn Road. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 

 

 
1588.4.  Notification of the Breckland Core Strategy and Policies document Inspectors Report 
has been circulated to the Council at the meeting this evening. The Inspectors found the 
document to be sound subject to minor changes. The report can be viewed on 
www.breckland.gov.uk by following the links via the LDF pages to the Inspectors Report. 
Alternatively a copy is available for inspection at the Town Hall or the Library here in Swaffham. 
 
1588.5. A letter has been received to consider Town & Country Planning (Appeals) – Iceland 
Foods 3PL/2009/0454/F 77/71 Market Place. New customer entrance/exit & shopfront, new air 
cond. Kit on flat roof with any comments being made to the planning Inspector. 
 It was agreed there were no further comments to mak e 
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1588.6.  It was reported there is a lengthy document in the Town Hall relating to the Norfolk 
Minerals & Waste Local Development Framework – site Allocations Development Plan 
Documents – Consultation on Preferred options 19th October to 11th December 2009. 
This is a very lengthy document (340 pages long). It was suggested for members of the 
Planning Committee to look at this document and formulate any observations or comments 
from the Town Council. 
 
1589. FINANCE:  
1589.1. The Council were circulated with an interim list of payments for November 2009 prior to 
the meeting which has been updated at the meeting this evening. 
 It was unanimously agreed to accept the list of pay ments. 
 
Cllr. A Steward left the meeting at 7.35p.m. 
 
1589.2. Further e-mailed correspondence with KLARS has been circulated at the meeting 
confirming funding has been received from the Lloyds TSB Foundation. This will cover the 
Project workers hours until the end of November 2011 (when all KLARS current funding 
ceases). This will include the cost of hiring one room at the Town Hall from 1st April 2010.  In 
the recent report KLARS gave an example of a case study to give the Council an idea of the 
type of issues they deal with on behalf of the migrant worker community and/or any foreign 
speaking resident. 
 
1589.3. To receive and consider ‘Your Parish your decision’ – Participatory Budgeting scheme 
inviting grant applications for schemes from ₤500 to ₤5,000. There may be some of the ‘quick 
wins’ from the Town Plan that would be appropriate to put forward for this grant funding. The 
‘plastic bag free town’ is a possibility. 
 
1589.4. It was reported an adverse possession claim could be made to the Land Registry for 
‘The Shambles’ and voluntary registration of all land and property owned by the Town council 
with the Land Registry. 
 
The Town Clerk and the Mayor attended a Larger Councils training event at Cringleford near 
Norwich recently. There was a presentation by the Land Registry and a great deal of 
information has been collected for future reference. The presentation centred on the voluntary 
registration of land and property owned by local councils and in particular by Town & Parish 
Councils.  The vast majority of Council land and property is not registered and therefore the 
Council are reliant on copies of old deeds etc.  Voluntary registration of all Council land and 
property would cost in the region of ₤400 which is less than half the cost of a fireproof cabinet 
that would protect the deeds for an extra half an hour. The registration would make information 
available on-line at the Land Registry, thus give greater protection to these important 
documents. 
 
In the case of ‘The Shambles’ an adverse possession claim for ownership appears to be the 
only way of resolving this long standing issue.  This would be done with the assistance of 
Breckland Council who could by the use of statutory declarations add evidence to the Town 
Council’s claim. With the ownership would come the responsibility of maintenance and 
management of this area.  Following a discussion Cllr T Jennison proposed and Cllr. C Gunner 
seconded to make an adverse possession claim to the Land Registry for the Shambles, and to 
register all other Town Council Land and Property. 

It was unanimously agreed to make an adverse posses sion claim to the Land 
Registry for the Shambles. 

 
It was unanimously agreed to register all other Tow n Council Land and Property 
with the Land Registry. 
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1590.  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE:  
1590.1.  E-mailed correspondence with Swaffham Museum relating to the decisions taken at 
the last Council meeting was circulated to all Councillors for information only.  The decisions to 
allow permission to use the Courtyard at the Town Hall on a monthly basis and to use the old 
window in the adjoining corridor as a permanent display were confirmed to the Museum. 
                                                                    
1590.2. A copy of the circular letter which has been sent to allotment holders using Shouldham 
Lane has been sent to Mr. D. Dixon as promised. 
 
1590.3.  E-mailed correspondence with CGM contractors for the public toilets for information 
only.  The contractors CGM have reported various bouts of petty vandalism including a further 
incidence of excrement graffiti in the past week. 
 
1590.4. ‘Norfolk Link’ October edition of the journal of the Norfolk Association of Local Councils 
has been circulated to all Councillors for information only.  Norfolk Link covers all aspects of 
local council work at the parish & town council level. 
 
1590.5.  ‘Living Longer, Living Well’ – the older people’s strategy 2009 – 2011 has been 
circulated to all Councillors for information only.   This strategy sets out changes in health, 
social care, housing and other linked services in line with local needs, government policies and 
older people’s aspirations for the next three years. 
 
1590.6.  A late e-mail has been circulated to all Councillors for information only from Remus 
Horse Sanctuary regarding Tethered Horses as the Splashes in Castle Acre Road has been 
replied to with contact details of who they should contact in this regard. 
 
1590.7. Correspondence relating to the public toilets has been received from the following: 
Mr. R. Harvey, Mr. M. Staines, Mrs. E. Heads, Mr. I. Clews, Mr. T. Dickens (Iceni Partnership) 
And Mrs. P. Medlock.  A late letter has been received from Mr. V.N. Read. 
The Town Clerk has prepared a frequently asked questions information sheet in respect of the 
public toilets. All correspondence has been acknowledged with a view to sending a copy of the 
information sheet. If there are any other issues not covered by the FAQ’s then the Town Clerk 
will respond to the individual issues.  The information sheet has been distributed to the public 
this evening and will feature in the next edition of the Swaffham Newsletter. 

It was agreed for the Town Clerk to send a copy of the information sheet to Mr. R. 
Harvey, Mr. M. Staines, Mrs. E. Heads, Mr. I. Clews , Mr. T. Dickens (Iceni 
Partnership) Mrs. P. Medlock and Mr. V.N. Read and respond to any issues not 
covered in the information sheet. 
 

 
1590.8. The first meeting of the working party for the Public Toilets will take place in the next 
fortnight and the aim is to present their findings to the Council at the January meeting or if time 
does not allow then the February meeting at the latest. 
 
1590.9.  A request from Cllr C. Gunner regarding Swaffham in Bloom 2010 with supporting 
information has been circulated to all Councillors for consideration.  Cllr Gunner addressed the 
Council referring to a proposed meeting of a working party at the Community Centre; and the 
possibility of the Town Council offering support and/or assistance. Following a discussion Cllr. 
S Lister proposed and Cllr. D Wickerson seconded to enter the flowers in the town into the 
Swaffham in Bloom 2010 competition. 

It was unanimously agreed to enter the flowers in t he town into the Swaffham in 
Bloom 2010 competition. 
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1591.  COMMITTEE reports: (by Chair/Lead Member or Officer)  
  
COMMITTEE LAST 

meeting  
NEXT 
meeting  

Information to consider  

1591.1  
FINANCE &  
GENERAL 
PURPOSES  
Committee 

2nd  Nov 
09 

2nd Dec 
09 

 

• Insurance of War Memorial 
This issue was reported by the Town Clerk to 
the Finance Committee. It relates to whether 
the correct value is placed upon the war 
memorial in the event of vandalism. 
It was unanimously agreed to contact 
Brett’s for replacement value on the War 
memorial 
 

1591.2.  
OPEN SPACES  
& AMENITIES 
Committee 

4th Nov 
09 

 • Rotary Club donation 
Claire Dunn from Ceres Bookshop attended 
the Open Spaces Committee meeting on 4th 
November.  There are two ideas being 
considered: a display board/ interpretation 
panel in the town centre ‘you are here’ type 
and the gateway floral displays at the 
entrances to the town. In each case the 
Town Partnership Committee would obtain 
estimates and recommend a design. With 
the Town Council taking on future 
maintenance and licensing the final approval 
would need to come from the Council. The 
Rotary would prefer to fund a project 
themselves, but if this is not possible then 
would consider being a partner in a joint 
funding exercise.  The Rotary would also like 
to have the project completed by their Rotary 
International Day on 23rd February 2010. 
It was agreed to refer to Town Partnership 
Committee to obtain estimates.  
 

• Northwell Pool wall/bank 
A meeting was held last Friday with a 
Landscape Architect from the County 
Council.  Representatives from the Rural 
Community Council, the Environment Group 
and Town Council were also present. This 
was to discuss the possibility of having a 
bank in front of the wall. There is a slight 
change of plan in this regard and more 
detailed proposals will come before the 
Council in due course. 
It was agreed for the Town Clerk to 
contact NCC landscape architect to draw 
up plans re-Northwell Pool 
embankment/wall. 
 

• Pedlars Sign refurbishment 
The Pedlars Sign will be refurbished by 
Wayland Prison in the period from January to 
Easter.  
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1591.3.  
PLANNING 
Committee 

13th 
Aug 09 

  

1591.4.  
RECREATION 
GROUND 
Committee 

4th Nov 
09 

 E-mailed correspondence with the Police re- 
Grant application for a Youth Shelter has 
been circulated to all Councillors.  
 

• Fitness for all project 
The Committee have been successful in 
receiving a grant from the Big Lottery’s 
Awards for All grant scheme.  A total of 
£8160.50 has been received from them.  A 
further £10,000 of Section 106 planning 
obligation money has been applied for from 
Breckland Council and £600 from the 
Friends of the Rec.  All this is to install 
Outdoor Gym equipment at the Recreation 
Ground.  It is hoped that the new equipment 
will be installed before Easter. 
 

1591.5.  
TOWN 
PARTNERSHIP 
Committee 

9th Oct 
09 

  
• Plastic Bag Free Town Scheme 

Councillors have been circulated with 
information relating to the possibility of 
Swaffham becoming Breckland’s first plastic 
bag free town. 
 
Advance Swaffham – an updated report on 
the planning and progress of the projects 
dated 11th November 2009 has been 
circulated to Councillors at the meeting this 
evening. 
 
It was reported the Council will be losing the 
services of David Bek on 18th December 
2009. The next meeting will be 12th 
December in the Council Chamber, the 
public are included. 
 
There will be a site visit tomorrow to look at 
the Corn Hall, this could be a useful asset to 
the town 
 
The Town Partnership may be able to find 
some money to do some work, there is 
positive news with some initiatives. 
 
The Town Clerk will be attending a meeting 
with the Town Partnership and Iceni. 
 

1591.6.  
PERSONNEL 

16th Oct 
09 

  

1591.7.  
MARKET 
 

21st 
Sept 09 

 The Italian Market is coming to Swaffham on 
the 22nd November.  There are plenty of 
posters around to remind you. 
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1591.8.  Youth 
Council 

19th Oct 
09 

14th Dec 
09 

The Rock Night that was held on the 17th 
October was a success.  There were 5 
bands who were all fantastic and we had 
around 60 youngsters in the audience.  It 
would have been nice to have more but as 
this is the first one the Youth Council are 
pleased. 
 

1591.9. Twinning 
Liaison Committee 

28th 
Sept 09 

1st 
March 
10 

Correspondence from the Twinning 
Association regarding the Civic Exchange in 
September 2010. 
The Twinning Association were asked by the 
Council to cost out their contribution to the 
Civic weekend and it is confirmed that this 
will be in the region of ₤4,000 to ₤4,500. A 
similar contribution will be required from the 
Town Council and this will be discussed 
within the budget debate. Grant funding will 
be applied for from the EU but a decision is 
not made until after the Civic weekend. 
 
Costings have been received for the 
Twinning memorabilia display agreed in 
principle by the Town Council. The display 
cabinet would be constructed by volunteers 
under the management of Peter Harris. A 
similar scheme has been carried out in the 
area linking the Museum shop to the Carter 
room. The twinning display will be in the 
corridor of the first floor link between the 
Museum and the Town Hall adjacent to the 
Sampson Room. The costings are coming 
out at approximately ₤1,300 + Vat so when 
this is firmed up the Council will need to 
decide if they put some money from their 
match funding budget towards this project. 
 

 
 
1592.  REPORTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES . 
1592.1  Iceni Partnership (Cllrs Darby, Matthews & Lister) 
1592.2. Swaffham Museum Ltd (Cllrs Butters & Gunner) One vacancy - Cllr Wickerson 
reported he had spoken with Cllr. S Matthews to re-instate her on the board of directors as 
another representative from the Town Council as the Town Council are custodians of large 
assets the Town Council own. 
1592.3. Relief in Need Charity (Cllrs Butters, Darby & Jennison + Mayor & Deputy Mayor) 
1592.4. Swaffham Infant School (Cllr Skinner)  
1592.5. Safer Neighbourhood Area Partnership SNAP (Cllr David Wickerson) 
1592.6. Local Area Group LAG (Cllr Shirley Matthews) 
1592.7. Swaffham Town Estate (Cllrs Butters and Darby) 
1592.8. Swaffham & District Tourism Association (Cllr Wickerson) 
1592.9. Olive Tree Project (Cllr Skinner) 
1592.10. Horticultural Society (Cllr Lister) 
1592.11. Swimming Pool association (Cllr Wade) Cllr Gunner as substitute   
1592.12. Garden Science Trust (Cllr Wade) 
1592.13. Health Forum (Cllr Wade) 
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1592.14. Breckland CCTV Group (Town Clerk) The latest exchange of e-mailed 
correspondence was circulated to all Councillors in respect of the CCTV system and proposed 
camera locations.  The current state of play in respect of CCTV camera locations is 
disappointing and the explanations given as to why the five locations put forward by the Town 
Council and the local Police have not been taken on board.  

It was agreed for a letter to be sent to Breckland Council expressing the Council’s 
dismay and upset for not getting 5 camera’s.  

 
1592.15. Swaffham Community Transport (Cllr Gunner) It was reported the Swaffham 
Community Transport A.G.M. is being held tomorrow. 
1592.16. Learning Partnership (no representative) 
1592.17. Norfolk Association of Local Councils (Cllr Matthews) It was reported at the NALC 
Conference that traveller sites are still to be identified 
 
1593.  BRECKLAND COUNCIL.  
1593.1.   A copy of a press release for the Homecoming Parade for the Light Dragoons based 
in Swanton Morley at 11am on Friday 4th December in Dereham followed by Church Service at 
11.30am was circulated to all Councillors for information only. 
 
1593.2.  A copy of the Overview & Scrutiny – Annual Report 2008/09 was circulated to all 
Councillors for information only.  This annual report covers the issues dealt with by Breckland’s 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee over the past year. 
 
1593.3. A circular letter has been circulated to Councillors for information only with an 
information booklet from ‘Breckland Key Select’ explaining how the ‘Choice Based Letting 
Scheme’ works.  The new scheme will be launched in the next few weeks. 
 
1594.  NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL.  
1594.1. A copy of ‘Norfolk Matters’ the newsletter for Norfolk County Council’s stakeholders 
was circulated to all Councillors for information only.  This newsletter keeps Councillors up to 
date with progress at County Council. 
 
1595.  DATES and changes of forthcoming meetings an d to receive any items to include 
on a future AGENDA:-  
1595.1.  Monday 23rd November 2009 – Youth Council – 6.30pm at the Town Hall. 
1595.2. Wednesday 2nd December 2009 –Finance Committee (BUDGET) – 7.00pm at the 
Town Hall.  
1595.3. Wednesday 9th December 2009 – Full Council – 6.45pm at the Town Hall. 

 
1596.  ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT (PUBLIC BODIES) 19 60 – following the exclusion 
of the public and press:  
1596.1.  The Town Clerk reported that following the sale of the allotment land he now has to 
sign a declaration of Statutory Rights.  It was stated there are no problems with allotment 
holders gaining access from Princes Street. 
 
Cllr. P Wade declared a personal interest on item 1596.1. 
 
1596.2. A discussion took place relating to the public toilets and the working party who consists 
of Cllr. S Matthews, Cllr. Ian Sherwood, Cllr. F Sharpe and Cllr. T Jennison. Following further 
discussion Cllr. D Wickerson stated he would like to be part of the working group. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.                     Chairman …………………………………………. 
 
 



 
Appendix 1 
 
Public Toilets – A question was asked what the benefits of closing the Public Toilets are. 
 
The Mayor stated the problems are with the cost, but the advantages are there will be more 
toilets in the town, as they will be in businesses there will be less vandalism. They will be safer 
and cleaner than the public toilets are.  The funding will not last 10 years. 
 
Public Toilets – The public are deterred from using the toilets in the Assembly Rooms. 
 
The Town Clerk thanked the EDP reporter for getting it right in the local press stating the public 
toilets will close when an alternative is in place.  The Council will come back at the January or 
February Town Council meeting once the working group have the information needed.  This is 
not a decision the Council has taken lightly, there are costs relating to vandalism, council tax, 
water rates and cleaning.  The aim of the Council is to be self funding within 5 years. 
 
Public Toilets – A question was asked, what are you hoping to achieve? 
 
The Town Clerk stated the public toilets are costing £23,000 a year, the Council were given an 
amount of money from Breckland Council to last 10 years, it will only last 5 years.  The last 2 
years have not been easy; there are examples in the Council pack.  The Town Clerk suggested 
that should further information be needed to make an appointment to come and see him. 
 
Public Toilets – The Richmond Scheme talked about before is a wide scheme, while the 
extension of the toilets is commended this cannot cover the needs of all. 
 
Public Toilets – Instead of a poll why not put a slip in the newsletter. If not enough businesses 
take up the proposal what will happen? 
 
The Town Clerk stated information will be brought to the January or February meeting, at 
present they are a drain on finances, we do not want to bump up the Council Tax. 
 
Public Toilets – The Buses all stop in Swaffham because of the Public Toilets, which in turn 
brings money into Swaffham as they shop and drink here. 
 
Public Toilet – Health walks have been arranged for Swaffham because there is the provision 
of Public Toilets. 
 


